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On 

That  Rock 
I Stand 


66  Y STAND  on  the  railroad  sub- 

ject must  necessarily  be  funda- 
mental. I contend  and  shall 
continue  to  contend  that  so  long  as  we 
insist  on  governmental  regulation  of  the 
railroads,  laying  down  a thousand  and 
one  rules  under  which  they  have  no 
choice  but  to  operate,  and  holding  them 
strictly  accountable  to  the  law  for  the 
observance  of  these  restrictions  and  ob- 
ligations, it  is  our  simple  and  unavoid- 
able duty  to  see  that  no  other  trans- 
portation forms  are  permitted  to  operate 
in  direct  competition  with  the  railroads 
that  are  not  similarly  regulated,  re- 
stricted, guided,  and  policed.  When  we 
assume  the  right  to  control  the  railroads 
we  automatically  bind  ourselves  by 
every  rule  of  right  and  equity  to  protect 
them  from  such  destructive  competition 
as  must  come  if  other  carriers  are  per- 
mitted to  compete  with  them  without 
similar  regulation,  restriction,  guidance 
and  policing.  There  isn’t  anything  else 
in  decency  and  fairness  that  we  can  do. 
I want  public  life  and  limb  and  prop- 
erty to  be  as  directly  and  completely 

protected  from  these  other  lines  of 

■ 


transportation  by  governmental  law  en- 
forcement, as  they  are  from  the  rail- 
roads. If  trucks  are  to  traverse  our 
public  highways  as  transportation  com- 
petitors of  the  railroads,  I want  to  see 
them  pay  their  full  share  of  highway 
construction  and  upkeep  (that  share  to 
be  based  on  their  weight  and  destruc- 
tiveness) ; I want  supervision  of  their 
employees,  and  of  their  equipment  for 
public  protection;  I want  to  be  certain 
that  they  pay  for  any  damage  to  public 
life,  limb,  or  property,  as  do  the  rail- 
roads; I want  to  see  them  regulated  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  railroads  are 
operated,  for  public  service  and  public 
protection. 

‘'And,  when  this  has  been  done,  and 
the  terms  of  fair  play  have  been  com- 
plied with,  I will  enjoy  seeing  a fair 
race  and  no  favors,  and  if  it  so  develops 
that  under  similar  regulatory  conditions 
the  trucks  can  win  an  advantage  in  the 
race,  I’ll  guarantee  never  to  raise  voice 
against  them.  A square  deal  is  all  I’m 
demanding  for  the  railroads. 

“And,  if  they  don’t  get  it  they’re 
blowed  up  and  broke  just  as  certain  as 


God  made  little  green  apples  and  hung 
them  on  trees.  And  if  we  allow  them 
to  grow  broke  it  will  be  a catastrophe 
that  will  strike  at  the  foundations  of 
our  national  prosperity  in  such  fashion 
that  no  man  can  hope  to  escape  his 
share  of  the  hurt.  I’m  NOT  opposed 
to  the  trucking  of  freight!  Not  in 
any  form  or  fashion!  But  I’m  un- 
alterably opposed  to  loading  the  rail- 
roads down  with  laws,  rules,  regulations, 
restrictions,  hobbles,  weights,  hurdles, 
and  hampers  of  every  sort,  shape,  and 
description,  and  then  letting  the  com- 
petitors, who  would  destroy  them,  run 
willy-nilly  and  helter-skelter  abroad 
over  this  land,  without  rule,  reason,  re- 
striction, or  regulation.  Let’s  give  the 
railroads  a square  deal!  Let’s  put  the 
same  harnesses  on  their  competitors 
that  they  are  forced  to  wear — or  let’s 
turn  the  railroads  loose  also.  Let’s 
treat  both  alike!  That’s  my  plea! 

“And  on  that  rock  I stand.” 

Jack  Dionne  in  the  Gulf 
Coast  Lumberman. 


